Chapter 3

The Consequences of the
Ranadive Line

If the decisions of the Calcutta Congress of the Communist
Party made a section of its own members shocked and afraid, was it
surprising that a new-born government, less than a year old, reacted
with similar shock and fear to the Communist Party's challenge and
launched pre-emptive measures?
Jawaharlal Nehru was the Prime Minister. Inside the Congress
and in the country at large, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had influence
and power equal to Nehru's. And Patel was Home Minister. Unlike
Nehru, he had no soft corner for Communists, He functioned indeed
as the leader of the rightist forces in the Congress and was the
idol of those who disliked Nehru's pro-communistic line of thinking.
Taking advantage of the opportunity that had opened up, Sardar
Patel acted with firm determination to smash the Communist
challenge.
The Communists expected the government's onslaught and
prepared themselves to meet it. All the comrades who went to
Calcutta became transformed in mind and appearance and became
revolutionaries. They assumed disguises. They bore arms. They went
underground.
The tidings reached us that a revolution was to take place in
India. Events of the French Revolution and the Russian Revolution,
about which I had read in books, materialized in the form of pictures
before my eyes every day. The long drawn-out Chinese Revolution
had not yet ended. We thought that at any time a Red China would
be a reality under the leadership of Mao Tse-tung. In the same
fashion, along with Red China, we imagined that a Red India would